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Why stop the rain?Why stop the rain?
> 10% 

Impervious
Surface

Degrades 
Watershed 

Function
Source:  Stream Corridor 

Restoration guide
USDA, EPA, DOI et al

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
technical/

stream_restoration/



How much Rain Can I Get?How much Rain Can I Get?

http://http://www.vacd.org/winooski/wiwww.vacd.org/winooski/wi
nooski_raingarden_water.shtmlnooski_raingarden_water.shtml



Source:  http://www.dnr.state.md.us/ed/rainbarrel.html



TakomaTakoma Park Rain Barrel Park Rain Barrel 
WorkshopsWorkshops

•• May 7, 2006May 7, 2006----$35$35
•• May, 2007May, 2007

To Register, call To Register, call 
Public Works atPublic Works at
301301--891891--76337633
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Four Holes Four Holes (optional)(optional) InletInlet
(6(6--8 in)8 in)

SpigotSpigot
(3/4 in)(3/4 in)

DrainDrain
(3/4 in)(3/4 in)

OverOver--
flowflow
((1 1 ½½ inin))
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Inlet Inlet (6(6--8 in)8 in)
Rainwater enters Rainwater enters 
via downspoutvia downspout

Spigot Spigot (3/4 in)(3/4 in)
Optional spigot for filling Optional spigot for filling 

bucketsbuckets

Drain Drain (3/4 in)(3/4 in)
Empty barrel; hook to Empty barrel; hook to 

garden hosegarden hose

OverOver--flow flow (1 (1 ½½ in)in)
attached to drain pipeattached to drain pipe
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(1 (1 ½½ in) Overflow Drain Pipein) Overflow Drain Pipe

(4 in) Drain Pipe for Downspout(4 in) Drain Pipe for Downspout

Downspout Downspout 
AdapterAdapter

Inlet filter Inlet filter 
(with mesh (with mesh 

screen cover)screen cover)
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Downspout Downspout 
AdapterAdapter

Inlet filter Inlet filter 
(with mesh (with mesh 

screen cover)screen cover)

((½½ in ID; in ID; 
¾¾ in OD) in OD) 

spigotspigot

(1 (1 ½½ in) in) 
couplers for couplers for 

overflowoverflowGarden hose and associated Garden hose and associated 
((¾¾ in) adaptersin) adapters
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Cut the down spout to Cut the down spout to 
install diverterinstall diverter
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Attach downspout Attach downspout 
adaptoradaptor……
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Cut pipe end at angleCut pipe end at angle……
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Rests on Rests on 
inlet filter inlet filter 
screenscreen



CWP,  2002CWP,  2002

Screen catches debrisScreen catches debris
Lift off pipe and wipe cleanLift off pipe and wipe clean
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Inlet Filter keeps debris outInlet Filter keeps debris out……
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Inlet Inlet (6(6--8 in)8 in)
Rainwater enters Rainwater enters 
via downspoutvia downspout

Spigot Spigot (3/4 in)(3/4 in)
Optional spigot for filling Optional spigot for filling 

bucketsbuckets

Drain Drain (3/4 in)(3/4 in)
Empty barrel; hook to Empty barrel; hook to 

garden hosegarden hose

OverOver--flow flow (1 (1 ½½ in)in)
attached to drain pipeattached to drain pipe
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Insert  drain Insert  drain 
pipe into pipe into 

coupler firstcoupler first

Hold /screw Hold /screw 
from inside from inside 

barrelbarrel



Another Downspout DiverterAnother Downspout Diverter

o Uses 1 inch hole, o Uses 1 inch hole, 
5 inches from 5 inches from 
top of barreltop of barrel

o Costs about $25o Costs about $25
o Buy thru catalogo Buy thru catalog
o Excess rain goes back o Excess rain goes back 

down downspoutdown downspout

Source:  Source:  http://http://www.gardeners.comwww.gardeners.com/Downspout/Downspout--Diverter/Diverter/
default/33default/33--991.prd991.prd
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Open/Close  Open/Close  
ValveValve

Assemble Drain PartsAssemble Drain Parts……
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Full tank, lots of head Full tank, lots of head 
pressurepressure……
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It can even reach It can even reach 
the gardenthe garden……
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Insert spigotInsert spigot……
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ThatThat’’s it!s it!
•• Water QualityWater Quality

•• MosquitoesMosquitoes
•• WinterWinter

•• MaintenanceMaintenance
••Water PressureWater Pressure


